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Texts  
(translations by Samuel Lord Kalcheim) 

 

I. Prayer to Pan 

(prayer from Plato’s Phaedrus) 
 

O dearest Pan and all other gods here present 

Grant that I may be beautiful within 

And let outside and within be in harmony. 

May I consider wealthy those who are wise 

And let me have only what possessions  

Temperate self-restraint can bear 

 

(O dearest Pan and all other gods here present 

Grant that I may be beautiful within) 

 

 

II. Hymn to the Earth 

(Homer, Hymn to the Earth) 
 
Earth, mother of all, I will sing: 

Firmly founded, the eldest one 

Who nourishes all that is on the land 

And all that travel on the wondrous land and sea 

And all that fly 

All these are nourished from her abundance. 

From you, Noble Queen, they become blessed in children and harvest, 

You alone give life to mortals 

You alone take it away.  

Happy are they whom you honor in your heart 

For them all is bounteous; 

Their life-giving fields lie heavy laden with grain, 

Their pastures thriving with livestock 

And their homes are filled with good things. 

Hail mother of gods wedded with star-sparkling Heaven! 

For this my song, freely grant me a hearty livelihood. 

For I will remember you in this and other songs. 

(Earth, mother of all, I will sing!) 

 

 

III. Praise to the Sun 

(from St. Francis’ Canticle of the Sun) 
 

Be praised, my Lord, with all your creatures, 

Especially through our Brother Sun, 

He is the day. 

You light us through him. 



And he is beautiful and radiant  

With great Splendor.  

 

IV. Hymn to Night 

(Orphic Hymn to Night).  
 
Night, mother of gods and mortals, I will sing. 

Hear blessed goddess, darkly gleaming, shining with stars, 

Delighting in stillness and slumber-bringing ease, 

Merry, joyous friend of all-night revels, mother of dreams, 

Banishing cares, giving kindly rest from toil, 

Horse driving giver of sleep, dear to all, 

Half-formed, sprung from the earth and yet of heaven 

Encircling, dancing in pursuit of phantoms, 

You banish the light to the nether world, 

And then yourself flee back to Hades 

For awful necessity rules all things. 

But now, happy, many-blessed Night, by all desired, 

Gracious one, hear the words of my suppliant voice, 

Come, compassionate, send away the fears that shine in darkness. 

 

 

V. Prayer to Aphrodite  

(Sappho, Fragment no. 1) 

 

Immortal Aphrodite, 

On your luxurious throne 

Zeus’ child, weaving wiles 
Mistress I implore you 

Hurt not my heart with grief and longing 

But, come hither… 

 

For whenever, other times 

From afar, my flying words 

You heard, 

You left your father’s golden house 

And came to me.  

 

You yoked your (flying) chariot, 

Then beautiful they led you, 

Your swiftest sparrows, 

Over the dark earth 

Whirling with their wings; 

From heaven’s height 
Through middle sky; 

They swiftly came.  

 

Then you, O blessed one 



With a smile on your deathless face, 

Asked me why now I suffered 

Why now I called to you, 

And what in my raving heart 

I wished would come to pass: 

 

“Who now shall I persuade 

To lead you to into love 

Who O Sappho, wrongs you? 

 

For if she flees you now 

Soon she will pursue you. 

If she rejects your gifts 

Soon she will be giving them 

If now she loves you not 

Soon she’ll surely love you 

Even if she never intended it 

(Soon she’ll surely love you) 

 

Now come to me again 

Release me from these cares unbearable, 

All my heart desires 

Fulfill for me,  

And be my ally once again.  

 

 

VI. Epitaph 

(Seikilos Epitaph, c. 1st-2nd c. CE) 

 

As long as you live, shine! 

Do not grieve at all.  

Life is but for a short while; 

Time demands your end.  

 


